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In this issue: 
 Top 10 Countdowns and 2023 Highlights 

 Special Events 

 HR Focus  

Farewell to Our Very Own, Denny Hammel 

Movin’ on Up 

Sustainability Efforts 

In 2023, we successfully completed projects for French Lick 

Hotel, St. Meinrad Archabbey, Butler University, Vincennes 

University, and the Kentucky Castle. This success positions us 

well for a promising 2024, with more contract orders on our 

schedule. 

Upcoming deliveries include projects for Patoka Lake Winery 

Hotel, Indiana State Park’s Potawatomi Inns and Cabins in An-

gola, and the University of Louisville Sleep Labs, highlighting 

our dedication to delivering outstanding products and services 

to diverse clientele. 

As the demand for a Better Night’s Sleep continues to grow, we 

expect these contract orders not only to strengthen our industry 

standing, but also increase sales in the stores of our retail part-

ners.  Guests frequently inquire about our mattresses at each 

location, further enhancing our brand presence and reputation. 

Looking ahead, we anticipate a prosperous year, building on 

the successes of 2023 and continuing to provide exceptional 

quality and satisfaction to our valued guests. 

Counting down the top 10 lists from 2023! 

Top 10 performing models 

in 2023 Jan.-Dec.     

based off units sold: 

10. Destin II

9. HD X-Firm II

8. Charleston

7. Heritage

6. Astoria

5. HD Semi-Firm II

4. Brentwood

3. Savannah II

2. Fairmont

1. Kodiak

Top 10 performing models in 

2023 July-Dec (after model 

enhancements) based off 

units sold: 

10. Charleston

9. Destin II

8. Astoria

7. HD Semi-Firm II

6. Centennial

5. Brentwood

4. Savannah II

3. Heritage

2. Fairmont

1. Kodiak
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Stephen Mudd and Alison 

Ernspiker both celebrating 5 

Years of Service 

Jordan Hammel (right)              

11 Years of Service  

Greg Swisher (right)                  

30 Years of Service 

David Hashman (left)              
25 Years of Service Becky Borders                           

30 Years of Service 

Justin Lemonds (left)                 

30 Years of Service                   

w/President Scott Armstrong 

L-R  Becky Borders,George 
Bowles, Opal Bowles & Jim 
Lemonds  

Karen Ritter  

The Bowles Mattress Factory Team  



 

Page 3 

Edition 3, Volume 1, 2024 

SMART Goals 

As we begin 2024, establishing personal and professional goals can seem 

daunting. However, with the “SMART” goals methodology, the process can 

be streamlined to develop goals that are smart, measurable, achievable, 

relevant and time-bound.   

Click here to learn more!  

Safety Matters! 

Winter driving conditions are unpredictable. Caution and preparedness are key. Click 

the image below to preview the Indiana Department of Transportation’s “Winter Driv-

ing Safety Tips.” 

Don’t Be “SAD!” 

Seasonal Affective Disorder, or “SAD”, is a type of de-

pression. It happens during certain seasons of the 

year—most often fall or winter. It is thought that short-

er days and less daylight may trigger a chemical change 

in the brain leading to symptoms of depression. 

If you experience seasonal depression, there are ways 

to combat the condition. Learn more here   from John 

Hopkins Medicine. If you can’t heal on your own, please 

seek professional help. 

https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/how-to-write-smart-goals
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/conditions-and-diseases/seasonal-affective-disorder#:~:text=Seasonal%20affective%20disorder%2C%20or%20SAD,antidepressants%20can%20help%20treat%20SAD.
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Denny Hammel Farewell 

At the end of the day, Friday, January 

26, 2024, Dennis Hammel will be retir-

ing from Bowles Mattress.  Denny is 

one of only two people in the almost 

49 year history of the company who 

have worked at Bowles Mattress for 

40 years or more. It’s good to see a 

fellow team member be able to fulfill 

his dream of retiring at the age of 

59.5.  Denny started while he was in 

high school working in the summer 

and catching a ride into work with 

George and Opal Bowles when the 

factory was still at the original Mechanic Street location.  He 

has been a versatile employee who started out working as a 

delivery driver, wrapping mattresses and building foundations.  

Denny has proven to be a dedicated early bird that never did 

mind staying later to get a job completed.  Over the last few 

years he has done a terrific job running the production process 

as our Production Supervisor, as well as performing machine 

repair and maintenance.  Denny looks forward to spending 

more time with his family including his two grandsons.  While 

we will miss him, we couldn’t be happier for him and thankful 

for all he has done over the years.   Denny, on behalf of all of 

us here at Bowles Mattress… Thank you!  You will be missed. 

 

 

Denny posing with his first time 

card from 41 years ago! 
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Calvin Mudd Promoted to the Newly Created Role 

of Production Specialist 

Calvin has been with Bowles Mattress for over 31 

years, and during that time,  he has served the com-

pany in many different roles. Most recently, Calvin 

has been our primary over the road truck driver for the past several 

years delivering Bowles products and developing important relation-

ships with our Retail Partners all across both Indiana and Kentucky. 

Calvin’s new role will focus on quality control, safety and machine 

maintenence. 

Alison Ernspiker, Randy Davis, Monica Espinoza and Calvin Mudd 

will work together to better our company.  Alison will continue in her 

purchasing role as well as use our newly implemented Freedom soft-

ware to create a production list of product that is needed. Randy and 

Monica, serving in their role as Production Leads, will determine the 

best way for our Production Team to meet our required daily produc-

tion output. In addition to the responsibilities listed above, Calvin will 

continue to drive on occasion and help out on the production floor as 

needed. Kenny Zehnder will take the lead as our primary over the 

road truck driver. We are excited for the new challenges ahead of us 

and take pride in promoting from within. Our best assets are our 

Team Members and the knowledge and pride in craftsmanship they 

bring to our company every day. 
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Front L-R: Monica Espinosa and Alison Ernspiker 

Back L-R: Calvin Mudd, Randy Davis and Kenny Zehnder 
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Sustainability Efforts 

At Bowles, we recognize the importance of responsible sourcing 

and production. Our journey toward sustainabil-

ity involves conscious choices in selecting part-

ners who share our values. We are delighted to 

collaborate with vendors who prioritize ecologi-

cal responsibility, such as SABA who provides 

our water-based glue.  

SABA is at the forefront of reducing its ecological footprint. Their 

commitment extends across various aspects, from the use of 

raw materials to ecologically responsible production processes. 

By minimizing the impact of transport and logistics and develop-

ing environmentally friendly packaging, SABA aligns with our vi-

sion for a sustainable future. 

Precision Textiles, a leading supplier of FR (Flame Retardant) 

solutions, has earned a unique certification for sustainability from 

the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). Our part-

nership involves the use of USDA-certified bio-based products, 

assuring consumers of the presence of renewable, sustainable 

biological ingredients. Specifically, our PurLoft and Endure IFR 1 

products from Precision Textiles contain a high percentage of 

biobased content, derived from renewable sources such as 

plants. 

Our 768 pocketed coil and Micro Quad Coil are supplied by Tex-

as Pocket Springs, a leader in sustainable steel production. 

Texas Pocket Springs utilizes 98% recycled steel in the manu-

facturing process, demonstrating a commitment to circular econ-

omy principles and reducing the demand for new raw materials. 

Lava Textiles, another esteemed partner, provides the fabric for 

our Sleep IN Style models. The fabric features Tencel fibers, a 

natural raw material extracted from wood. Tencel is 100% biode-

gradable, aligning with our commitment to environmentally con-

scious materials. 

We are thrilled to announce our partnership with the IN Natural 

Resources Foundation ( https://www.indiananrf.org/ ) in con-

junction with the launch of our new Sleep IN Style mattress se-

ries. For every mattress purchased from this series, we pledge 

to donate a portion of the proceeds to the Foundation. This non-

profit entity raises funds to support the Indiana Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) and its programs, contributing to the 

preservation of our natural resources. Bowles Mattress has con-

tributed to the planting of 1000 trees so far. Every Sleep IN Style 

mattress sold equals 2 trees to be planted.  

Our commitment to sustainability extends beyond our products 

to the materials used in their packaging. We actively recycle 

plastic and cardboard, ensuring that the environmental impact of 

our operations is minimized. 

At Bowles Mattress Company, we believe that sustainable choic-

es make a lasting impact. As we continue our journey into the 

future, we remain dedicated to crafting comfortable and eco-

friendly mattresses that align with our planet-friendly values. Join 

us in the pursuit of a Better Night's Sleep and a greener tomor-

row. 




